
How Water Usage Stacks Up 

At a drilling rate of double the 

expected peak of 6,000 wells 

per year, industry water usage 

still represents less than 1% of 

Pennsylvania daily water usage  

( At current  

drilling level ) 

Source:  USGS, Pennsylvania Water Consumption 

“The Susquehanna River provides the Chesapeake Bay with 18 million gallons of fresh water every 

minute, and there are 1,440 minutes in a day. The SRBC estimates that if the natural gas industry was 

at its peak, with all the companies active, they would use up to two minutes’ worth of water that day.” 

– Susan Obleski, Susquehanna River Basin Commission, Citizens Voice 5/17/2011  


